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« cultural landscapes are cultural properties and represent the 
"combined works of nature and of man" designated in Article 1 of the 
Convention. They are illustrative of the evolution of human society and 
settlement over time, under the influence of the physical constraints 
and/or opportunities presented by their natural environment and of 
successive social, economic and cultural forces, both external and 
internal » 

Operational Guidelines, § 47



©
C

aro
l W

estrik

The Lake 
District 
(United 

Kingdom)



Source: World Heritage Paper 7 Cultural Landscapes: the Challenges of Conservation





UNESCO Cultural Landscapes
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1.
Clearly defined 

landscape 
designed and 

created 
intentionally by 

man
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2a.
Organically 

evolved 
landscape: a 

relict (or fossil) 
landscape
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2b.
Organically 

evolved 
landscape: 
continuing 
landscape
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3. 
Associative 

Cultural 
Landscape
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Tongariro 
National 

Park (New 
Zealand)



Rio de Janeiro, 
Carioca 

Landscapes 
between the 

Mountain and 
the Sea (Brazil)
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Kujataa
Greenland: 
Norse and 

Inuit Farming 
at the Edge of 

the Ice Cap 
(Denmark)
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Fray Bentos
Industrial 
Landscape 
(Uruguay)
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Cultural 

Landscapes 
(Ethiopia)



Cultural 
Landscape of 

Maymand
(Iran)
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© Louiz Rocha

Papahānaumokuākea
(United States of 

America)
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Curonian 
Spit 

(Lithuania 
and  Russian 
Federation)



Management Challenges



Ten criteria 

Integrity & Authenticity

Management and protection

Convention Concerning the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972)
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“Each nominated property should have 
an appropriate management plan or 
other documented management 
system which must specify how the 
Outstanding Universal Value of a 
property should be preserved, 
preferably through participatory 
means” 

“The purpose of a management system 
is to ensure the effective protection of 
the nominated property for present 
and future generations” 

(UNESCO Operational Guidelines, § 108-9)



“An effective management system 
depends on the type, characteristics and 
needs of the nominated property and its 
cultural and natural context. 
Management systems may vary according 
to different cultural perspectives, the 
resources available and other factors.
They may incorporate traditional 
practices, existing urban or regional 
planning instruments, and other planning 
control mechanisms, both formal and 
informal. Impact assessments for 
proposed interventions are essential for 
all World Heritage properties”

(UNESCO WHC Operational Guidelines, § 110)
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❖ A thorough shared understanding of the 
property, its OUV and attributes, and 
involvement by all stakeholders

❖ A cycle of planning, implementation, 
monitoring and assessing the (potential) 
impact of changes and interventions, 
evaluation and feedback

❖ The allocation of necessary resources

❖ An adequate management organisation

❖ Capacity-building

❖ An accountable, transparent description 
of how the management system 
functions
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Current Issues World Heritage properties
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❖ It is a process
❖ is concerned with the future
❖ a mechanism for solving 

problems and promoting 
discussion

❖ it is systematic
❖ it is holistic
❖ and a continuous process

Source: World Heritage Paper 26 Cultural Landscape / adapted from Thomas and Middleton, 2003



Management Challenges

❖ It is an evolving landscape 

❖ inhabited by people

❖ focus of management is on the interaction between people and their  

environment

❖ interdisciplinary approach, possibly combining several management 

systems

❖ lack of awareness World Heritage values and their value to society
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Cultural 
Landscape of 

Sintra
(Portugal)
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Sukur
Cultural 

Landscape 
(Nigeria)



Dresden Elbe 
Valley 

(Germany)
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Landscape and 
Archaeological 
Remains of the 
Bamiyan Valley 
(Afghanistan)



© Ko Hon Chiu Vincent

Cultural Landscape 
of Bali Province: the 
Subaki System as a 
Manifestation of 

the Tri Hita Karana 
Philosophy 
(Indonesia)





Source: Sustainable Tourism Strategy - Cultural Landscape of Bali Province: the Subak System as a Manifestation of the Tri Hita Karana Philosophy
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Picchu (Peru)
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Cultural 
Landscape of 
Honghe Hani 
Rice Terraces 

(China)



Picture rice honghe
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Pyrénées –
Mont Perdu 
(France and 

Spain)



Le Morne
Cultural 

Landscape 
(Mauritius)
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Philippine 
Cordilleras 

(Philippines)
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Thank you


