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Hoge Kempen 

RITL

1850 - 1950



Criterion (iv):

The site is an outstanding example of a type of building, 
architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which 
illustrates a significant stage in human history;

Justification for inscription



The Hoge Kempen Rural-Industrial Transition Landscape illustrates a 
significant phase in history: the radical transition in Western Europe 
from a small-scale rural to a large-scale industrial economic system 
with worldwide perspectives. The traditional heathland landscape, 
developed on a river sediment, combined with the impressive early 
20th-century mining patrimony mirrors the introduction of the 
Industrial Revolution in rural Europe. 

The Hoge Kempen RITL is a biocultural landscape that is shaped by –
and has shaped – human culture.  Humans used and adapted the 
environment over centuries – defining production, economy and 
society while using the Hoge Kempen’s natural characteristics. 

Justification for inscription



This landscape is outstanding because it features and presents typical 
elements of both 1) rural and 2) industrial activities in a mosaic:

1) The complete threefold structure of the rural system – with its 
heathlands, creek valleys and settlements – is found side by side 
with

2) A very diverse industrial setting represented by pine tree 
plantations, the mining sites and its garden cities – each designed 
with extraordinary architectural detail and carrying the signature of 
the individual mining companies.

Justification for inscription



The traces of both histories reinforce each other greatly. It is this 
mixture that makes the landscape stand out and that provides it with a 
unique identity.

This landscape is universal as the transition from a rural-based 
economy into a carbon-fueled one has taken place all over the world. In 
some cases, as for the Hoge Kempen, it was coupled with a fast and 
massive social turn-over from a monocultural into a multicultural 
society.

Justification for inscription













































II. Management 
challenges



→ Not enough is protected



→ Fragmentation & 
disruptions in between



→ Inconsistent buffer zones 



→ Disturbing functions and users in the immediate vicinity



→Inconvenient planned

developments



→ Unfortunate (and irreversible) alterations



→ Some trees are sick (and don’t work well with cars)



→ Not everybody is happy with a (world) heritage designation



→A living 

landscape



III. Management 
structure and plan



Management organization

Project office

Steering committee

General assembly

+ ad hoc working groups

+ scientific board





Management targets

1. Protection

3 superimposed protection levels:

- Immovable heritage decree

- Nature decree / Natura 2000/ NP

- Spatial Planning decree











Zoning plan

GEWESTPLAN HASSELT - GENK

Artikel 16. - Uitbreidingsgebied voor stedelijke functies (BVR 30/04/96)

Dit gebied is bestemd voor de uitbouw van stedelijke functies die complementair zijn aan 
het wonen, met inbegrip van de woonfunctie, zoals omschreven in artikel 5.1.0. van het K.B. 
van 28 december 1972. Dit reservegebied mag slechts aangesneden worden nadat een 
gemeentelijk plan van aanleg van dit gebied als één geheel is opgesteld en door de 
administratieve overheid is goedgekeurd. De integratie van de nog bestaande 
mijngebouwen in dit geheel is noodzakelijk.



GEWESTPLAN LIMBURGS MAASLAND

Artikel 14. - Ontginningsgebied met nabestemming natuurontwikkeling (BVR 13/07/01)

Deze zone is bestemd voor grindwinning. De nabestemming dient te gebeuren in functie 
van natuurontwikkeling.

Artikel 16. - Uitbreidingsgebied voor stedelijke functies (BVR 18/05/01)

Dit gebied is bestemd voor de uitbouw van stedelijke functies voor zover ze verenigbaar zijn 
met de omgeving wat betreft schaal en ruimtelijke impact. Onder stedelijke functies worden 
onder meer begrepen wonen, handel, dienstverlening, kantoren, bedrijvigheid, recreatieve 
en toeristische functies, sociaal-culturele voorzieningen, nutsvoorzieningen en groene 
ruimtes. De integratie van de nog bestaande mijngebouwen in dit geheel is noodzakelijk.



Management targets

2. Strengthening attributes of OUV
- Legal management plans

- Master plans

- Strategic plans

- European tools



Management targets

3. Valorization
- Visitor centre (“gates”)

- Museum

- Hiking/ cycling network



Management challenges

1. Development pressure
- Land use: open space/ density/ economic needs

- Housing (garden cities)

- Upscaling



Management challenges

2. Environmental pressure (climate change)



Management challenges

3. Visitor pressure
- Infrastructure & facilities

- Recreation - heritage

- Branding



Management challenges

4. Building on a participatory approach



Management challenges

5. Developing a sustainable mgmt strategy



Actions/ Outputs - Development pressure

6.1.1. Actions evaluating the impact of, and adjusting land use 
developments (→ LU)

1) Setting up the Spatial Implementation Plan ‘Enclaves’

2) Setting up the Spatial Implementation Plan for ‘Op de Berg’ (Complex 
project)

3) Implementing the project ‘Kolenspoor’

4) Setting up a landscaping plan for the Stiemerbeek creek valley (buffer zone)

5) Continuing the public and semi-public purchasing policy

6) Spatial and tourism developments ‘Station As’



Actions/ Outputs - Development pressure

6.1.2. Actions oriented towards protecting, strengthening and 
valorizing the garden cities (→ GC)

1) Setting up and  applying the inventory/database for the garden cities

2) Applying  the Garden City Tree Policy

3) Ensuring  the conservation of the green character of the garden cities

4) Setting up and implementation of the project ‘Werfgoed’

5) Research manual on public housing

6) Heritage loan

7) Garden city renovation subsidies



Actions/ Outputs - Development pressure

6.1.2. Actions oriented towards protecting, strengthening and 
valorizing the garden cities (→ GC)

8) Setting up a strategy for the garden cities (incl awareness raising)
LEVEL1: “groundwork”

LEVEL2: fixed inventory

LEVEL3: spatial planning initiatives

LEVEL 4: protected monuments and conservation areas





Actions/ Outputs - Development pressure

6.1.3. Actions ensuring the conservation and sustainability of 
traditional biocultural landscapes (→ BC)

1) Setting up and execution of the Natura 2000 Management Plans

2) Ensuring and continuing the use of traditional conservation techniques

3) Preservation of autochthonous and rare trees

4) Implementation of the ‘Kempens-Haspengouws overgangsgebied (KEHA)’ 
plan

5) Implementation of the Immovable Heritage Management Plan Pietersheim
Estate

6) Renewal contract Park Rangers

7) ‘Beeldschone Parkrand’



Actions/ Outputs - Development pressure

6.1.4. Actions ensuring the conservation of the build patrimony (→ BP)
1) 4-yearly inspection of the monuments



Actions/ Outputs - Environmental pressure

6.2.1. Actions monitoring the impact of climate change (→ CC)
1) Installation of research infrastructure in the periphery of the National Park 

Hoge Kempen (Ecotron)



Actions/ Outputs - Visitor pressure

6.3.1. Actions oriented towards marketing and communication of the 
Hoge Kempen RITL (→MC)

1) Development of a common corporate identity

2) Development of a communication strategy (multimedia, translation…)

3) Sensitizing the tourism sector through information workshops (carrying 
capacity, cooperation hotels, tour operators, restaurants,…)

4) Promotional video on the Hoge Kempen RITL









Actions/ Outputs - Visitor pressure

6.3.2. Actions enhancing visitor facilities (infrastructure) and 
interpretation resources, leading to increased visitor satisfaction (→ VF)

1) Providing a UNESCO World Heritage road signage network

2) Education programme Rangers (on World Heritage thematics)

3) Developing and opening of the hiking network ThorPark and the surrounding 
garden city

4) Establishing UNESCO World Heritage thematic routes

5) Mine-Trail route

6) Ecotron mirador



Actions/ Outputs - Visitor pressure

6.3.2. Actions enhancing visitor facilities (infrastructure) and 
interpretation resources, leading to increased visitor satisfaction (→ VF)

7) Enhancing shaft tower Eisden

8) Expanding the biking routes

9) Exhibitions





Actions/ Outputs - Visitor pressure

6.3.3. Evaluation and monitoring actions (→ EM)
1) Monitoring visitor numbers

2) Monitoring visitor satisfaction (questionnaire)



Actions/ Outputs - Participation

6.4.1. Actions on community development and education (→ CDE)
1) Celebration of the UNESCO World Heritage Site status

2) Setting up a community event programme

3) Installing a monitoring and information helpdesk for inhabitants

4) Development of education programmes

5) Gathering and communicating local (hi)stories



Actions/ Outputs - Participation

6.4.2. Actions stimulating local entrepreneurship (→ LE)
1) B2B Brochure

2) Development and marketing of Hoge Kempen RITL (regional) products , 
objects, and tourism offers

3) Offering guidance to local entrepreneurs



Actions/ Outputs - Management/Long-term 
strategy
6.5.1. Actions ensuring human resources and expertise (→ HE)

1) Operating the UNESCO World Heritage candidacy secretariat

2) Installation of the Management Structure

3) Participation in capacity-building programmes

4) A Hoge Kempen RITL database

5) Research project on miner’s culture



Actions/ Outputs - Management/Long-term 
strategy
6.5.2. Actions ensuring financial resources (→ FR)

1) Applying for grants and subsidies

2) Upgrading the National Park Fund



Actions/ Outputs - Management/Long-term 
strategy
6.5.2. Actions ensuring stakeholder involvement (→ SI)

1) Municipal cooperation agreement







IV. Recommendations



I. Learn the way (local) politics work …



I. … and ‘ride the wave’



II. Clear and strong structures make life easier



III. Things takes time … (which you won’t always get)



IV.a Don’t be afraid of buffer zones



IV.b … but buffer zones don’t solve everything



V. You aim for the stars – so act like you mean it



VI. Don’t stay on your island



worldheritage@rlkm.be

piet.geleyns@vlaanderen.be 

Thank you!


